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; To 5 Right Worſhip ful the Paſt- 

Maſter, Maſter, Wardens, and Bre- 
thren of the ORRNCE LopoE of 
BELFAST, No. 257. | 


Surg and Brethren, © 


MONG you I was initiated in the 
Myſteries of Free Maſonry. By 
your Benevolence 1 was raiſed to its 
higheſt Honours. At your Requeſt, and 
that of our worthy * Chaplain, whoſe 
Situation did not permit him at that 
Time to diſcharge a Duty, which he 
could have performed in a much more 
uſeful and maſterly Manner than I have 
done, this Sermon was delivered before 
you, and is now publiſhed. To you, 
therefore, I beg leave to dedicate it, as a 
ſmall Teſtimony of the ReſpeQ and Gra- 
titude which I feel for you, and of my 
unfeigned Attachment to the Craft at 
large. = | 
I have the Honour to be, 
Sirs and Gentlemen, 


Your grateful and aftectionate Brother, 


* BRYSON. 


; s The Rev. Marruzw GARNET. 
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" What Title is that, that I fee ? 


1 1 HE appearance of the audience to 
which this diſcourſe is particularly ad- 
dreſſed, oan ſcarcely fail to excite in the. - 
minds of the ſpectators, the queſtion in 
the text; what title, what mark, what 

character, what badge of diſtinction, is that 
which I ſee every where around me, 
held forth with confidence and diſplayed 
as an ornament? Why theſe ſtrange. 
diſtinctions of human dreſs ? - why theſe 
enſigns of unknown office? 


Theſe 


"Theſe are 1 which I wilt' not 


anſwer: : theſe are ſecrets, which 1 will 
not reveal. Is, 


— ., 


Wy ſhall however recite the anſwer, of 
the Men of the city, the FREE Masons, 
- to, whom this, improper queſtion was 
' propoſed, either by a maſon of inferior 

rank, or by a monarch who was a ſtran- 
ger to the craft. With a delicacy that 
could injure no man, with a ſecrecy that 
became their ꝓrofeſſion, and with.a.wiſ- 
dom that does honour to their preſence 
of mind; they prudently avoid any ex- 
planation of the title that appeared vn 
the monument of a deceafed;6r0ther, and 
imply reply, This ti the Jebulrbtt of ither 
man of God who rame from Fuulab, und 
prodtaimed' theſe: things iabuch thou baſt- done 
againſt the altar of : Rethel - an altar erea-! 
ed fot the purpoſe of idolatry, and in. 
high derogation of the law and majefly: 
of God! The ſtory of bis proper) 
and the misfortune of his deaths are att: 
recorded in the thirtreüth chapter 6f 
Firſt Kings; and aftet his burial,” they? 
mourned 


„ 71 


„ Lord 
mig: over "bigs, Haine, Alas > | 
e ; 


The . n of 5 Men 
of Bethel (the houſe of God) ſhall direct 
my conduct on this occaſion. I ſhall 
not attempt to explain things that are 
net ſuited to the publick ear. I ſhalt. 
not undertake to illuſtzate appearances, 
vrhich are underſtood only by thoſe who 
are maſters of the ſecrets to which they 
refer. I ſhalt net apologize for a wiſe 
and ancient method of preſerving the 
knowledge of God and of true religion 
among the human kind, to thoſe who. 
know. nothing of its origin or uſe. I 
thall offer no arguments for the continu- 
ance of an inſtitution which ſeems to 
have taken its riſe under the patronage 


of the Almighty Architect, and to have 


deen adopted by many of the wiſe and 
goodd in all ages and nations of the world, 
in order; to ſapport- knowledge and in- 
creaſe virtue, among his children and 
| their. brethren. | Nor, in fine; ſhalt I ſay: 
a7. thing of the manifold. advantages 
nr to on Rudy: of antiquity. whe= 
«her | 


1 5 1 


ther n or profane, from an attentive 
conſideration of the parts and principles 
of this holy art. 1 mean to e, and 
not to unfold 1 


\ 


I ſhall thirbfors confine myſelf in the 
following ſhort diſcourſe to a few of 
thoſe qualities and dutjes which una- 
voidably ariſe out of the things in Which 
we bave all been inſtructec. 5 
41. Wirspom is our firſt duty, as 
indeed it is that of every moral nature. 
Now, what is iuiſdom? Wiſdom is the 
uſeful knowledge of the beft things. Wiſ- 
dom is the heart-felt e and ha- 
bitual application of thoſe things, that 
lead us to religious virtue, and render 
us capable of the enjoyment of true and 
laſting happineſs. Other knowledge may 
cover the underſtanding with a glare of 
light, and array the mind in an endleſs 
variety of intellectual ornament. But 
that knowledge which forms the heart 
for worthy conduct, and which renders 
it ſuſceptible of rational refined pleaſure, 
is of a higher order than any other, and 
Nee Ti... . deſerves 


IST 


deferves u more ſubſtantial praiſe. Know- 


ledge of every kind, indeed, implies 
ſome degree of merit. It may ſerve the 
publick ;' and it muſt, leſs or more, gra- 


tify the individual who poſſeſſes it. Put 
the knowledge, metioned above, makes 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, teaches us to con- 
dutt vir affairs with diſcretion, to diſcharge 
all our daties with integrity, and to go- 


vern life and temper | ind ee man- 


i 


8 + 6 
ner. | then 


* 
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Of o es ſhould appear 
in unfeigned piety to Almighty God, the 
great, the univerſal, the all · perfect builder 
of the 'heavens and the earth, who hath 


raiſed into being the vaſt fabrick of uni- 
verſal nature, as one moſt glorious, ſo- 


lemn temple to his own eternal majeſty, 
and who commands all his children to 
_ adore him in this ſacred place: for all 
nature is conſecrated to our God. Where- 
ever there is an underſtanding to conceive 


the greatneſs of his majeſty, wherever 


there is 4 tongue to expteſs his praiſe, 
whetever there is a heart to imitate his 
a and adore: His! excellence ; 3—— 

B there, 


* — a. ” 
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1 
f 
{ 


E 
there; alſo; there is an altar ſacred to th 
e ver- living one: à hallowed altar, from 
which the voice of gratitude and duty 
ſhall come up as a memorial before his 
10 throne, and 00 Lereplancg. 


1 
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As ere "re "refer. our 8 
men, and our inſtitution as. maſons; to 
Almighty God, the univerſal, Parent, the 
univerſal Lord, the uncontrouled Mas; 
TER of all who know his Name, and 
of all who know it not ;---let us dedi- 

eate our hearts and lives, our temper 
and affections to him by ſincere and un- 
affected piety, by the moſt awful vene- 
ration of his holy name in our ordinary 
converſation, and by à conſtant attend- 
ance on all the publiek duties of religion, 
A maſon is. utterly . unpardonable, who 
does not throw the weight of his ex- 


ample iato the ſcale pb, Virtue and re- 


waa 
1 bid $ & 


be | Would we 4 truly 5 2 
give a juſt expreſſion of our wiſdom to 


_ the impartial and diſcerning world; let 
us A the * of the Sen of 


God 


. 1 IT 1 5 
Eh God as the rule ab guide of human life. 
The goſpel of the bleſſed Saviour of the 
human kind is the eternal wiſdom reduced 
to. human language, and ſuited to the 
weakneſs of the human underſtanding. 
It is therefore a wiſdom which we ought 
to embrace with all fincerity and pure 
affection, and to obey with the moſt pro- 
found humility and reverence, Indeed, 
this heavenly wiſdom recommends itſelf 
with power. and evidence to every. man's 


conſcience i in the fi ight of God. 


: A due Attsmtiot to the wildom of the 
goſpel will ſtrengthen and enlarge our 
piety, will direct us in the paths of vir- 
tue, and preſerve us from all danger- 
ous errours and miſtakes in the relations 
and buſineſs of human life. In this holy 
iünſtitution, the relative duties ate ſo 
juſtly explained, and the principles of 
equal conduct and brotherly love are ſo 
clearly ſtated and ſo powerfully inforced, 
© that it is altogether needleſs to enter into 
a minute detail of them before any ſo- 
ciety of well inſtructed chriſtians. Search 
ne © ſcriptures, © Let the word of - Jeſus 
10 N : | B 2 85 | * 


Chrift dwell i in . b all wiſdom 
and prudence : for this is Vous 8 n 
as maſons and as men. 15 7 


F 


bf cannot help. adding, that the 7" 
aſſigned to me on this occaſion obliges 
me, though young in the eee a 
remind you, That there is a wiſdom and 
propriety which every member ſhould 
diſcover in his general de portment and 
converſation; that there is a wiſdom and 
propriety which becomes us in our ſeve- 
ral meetings; that there is a wiſdom and 
propriety which ſhould direct us in the 
admiſſion of members, eſpecially to the 
higher orders; and that there is a chriſ- 
tian wiſdom and propriety which ſnould 
direct us in all things, and which we 


ſhould never ſacrifice for any earthly _ 


_ conſideration : For on the due obſervance 
of this the ſalvation of our ſouls depends. 
Let maſonty preſerve its frugality. Let 
maſonry inſpire its virtues and diffuſe 
its knowledge, Let it be uſeful to all, 
and burthenſome to none. Thus it ſhall 
ſupport its dignity aũd extend its repu- 
tation, | Thus God ſhall app to be our 
+ end, 


fs þh 
end, and univerſe virtue, the only means 
by which we hope to enjoy him as our 


| everlaſting en 6nd 3 * 
N 13 51 


obs But to the SAND meat of theſs 
| 2 purpoſes, /frength. muſt be added to 
wiſdom. The ſtrength here intended is 
ſtrength of mind : not indeed that intel- 
lectual boldneſs which diſpoſes the ſoul 
to penetrate the obſtacles which God has 
oppoſed to the enlargement of human 
knowledge, or to fathom the depths of 
unexplored nature, The works of God, 
though cloathed with expreſſive wiſdom, 
are full of myſteries. Many of - theſe 
ſhall perhaps remain concealed from the 
utmoſt ſtretch, of human | inveſtigation, 
and bid defiance to the moſt enlarged 
range of human thought, through all 
the revolutions of eternal ages. There 
may be ſomething in the ways of God, 
which he is not diſpoſed to reveal. There 
may be ſome ſretet in his holy. works, 
as univerſal builder, which, no created 
being is qualiſied to receive, or capable 
to underſtand. Indeed, this muſt be ſo: 


for 


ten 


tor ſuch is the greatneſs, the extent aud 


the variety of the works of God, that 


He alone can comprehend them. Al 
other beings are circumſcribed by their 


very nature. He alone excecds all 
bounds, and knoweth all things. Great 
and marvellous are "ay bot ge Lord, 
Gm —_— th | 


£4 $A 


| The Aretgth ef mind weletere amen 


s here intended is moral ſtrength: that for- 
titude and energy of ſoul which gives acti- 
vity to reſolution, and carries wiſe purpoſes 
into virtuous conduct and real effect. This 
is an excellence without which the mind 
ef man is worſe than nothing. For what ts 
the enlargement of the underſtanding ? 


What is the approbation of conſcience? 
What ate the momentary feelings of the 7 


moſt generous heart, 'if this be wanting ? 


They are all as feeble: as the bending 
| reed; they are all as evaneſcent as a 


Aidnight dream! The diſcernment of 


the mind is eaſily blinded by the power of 


prejudice; the approbation of conſcience 


is eaſily given up for the ſake of inte- 


wry! and the feelings of the heart in 
favour 


4w 1 


favour of virtue eaſily yield to the crav=- 


'ings of appetite, to the importunity of 


affection, to the power of habit, with- 


out the ſtay of mental ſtrength, of mo- 
ral fortitude. This alone is our protee - 


tion againſt the dangers that threaten 
us from every quarter. This alone can 


make us faithful to our faithful guide 
through all the perplexed mazes of hu- 
man life, and render us ſuperior to the 


diſcouragements and difficulties to which 


our virtue is: expoſed. This is that true 


courage which enables us to fight unden 
the holy banner of Jeſus Chriſt, the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation. A purpoſe of ſoul 
ſuperior to temptation, or careful to a- 
void it; a ſenſe of God and the im- 
portance of the eternal world, and an 


abiding conviction of the ſacred obliga- 
tions of univerſal goodneſs, are neceſſary 


to virtue in every man, ſhould attend a 


maſon to his lodge, and be his guardians 
every where. F ; Theſe. things alone can 


enable us to look with indifference upon 
honours or advantages which are not to 
be obtained but at the expence of 


conſeienoe: and ibeſe; age the INK things: 


Which 


| 1 2 1 


| . 1 
Which e us vitkte frength which 


* 


Edd | 


4 3 
1 


There. is a lied of * b 
goodneſs. in many 'charaQers,' which 
meets toe much reputation in the 


world: an eaſy plianey of mind which 
attentions can betray, and which flat- 
tery can ſeduce. Depending upon blind 


and undirected feeling, it may be turned 
to anyopurpoſe: for it has neither Nay 


not guide. True virtue is made of ma- 


terials much leſs flexible. Vowilling to 


offend a neighbour,” it is "MN more un- 


willing to givt offence to God or on- 


ſccience! Ditpoſed to do good te all, it 


can execute” its kite intentions only 
upon principles of jaſtice and of honour, 


The characters of rectitude and equal 
conduct enter into the very eſſence of 
that” meral ftrength, Whieh not only 


raiſes vittue to its true ſublime, but ſup- 
Ports its very being. Without This di- 


vine quality, our righteoufneſs 445 #5 the 
morning clond, Which 76 ſcattered- 5 
riſing fun, or r the early deu, "wh 

exha led by his . whereas br purb, 


the 
8 ch is 


e like | 


- ofa 4) 

; like that of the Juſt, ſhould: ſhine more and 
more” "unto "mo Feed "a of * eomgplonty® 
virtue 


1 0 our. ae P LG you all 


1 that this ſacred | ſtrength, this | 


chriſtian magnanimity, ſhould enable us 
to bear, and teach us forbearance, with 


reſpect to all mankind, eſpecially with | 


5 reſpect one to another. Nay more; 
we ſhould be ſtrong in ſecrecy, to the 
utmoſt degree of delicate imag inztion. 


We ſhould 'abound - in all Sig arts of 


ſelf-government. | Our. tongues ſhould 
de perfectly in our pofſeſſion. A Ma- 


ſon, above all men, ſhould be modeſt, 


moderite, and no vain talker. Arro- 
gance of ſpeech inſpires diſguſt : intem- 
perance of conduct draws down cenſure ; 
and trifling converſation, on ſubjects 45 
o ſerious a nature, can ſcarcely fail to 
meet deſerved contempt. Our ſecrets 
cannot admit of publick defence; be- 


cauſe in order to defend them, they 


maſt be firſt revealed. On the other 


hand; our ſecrets cannot be attacked 


with. any juſtice, or even decency, by 


9285 C thoſe 


| * of children o or of fools. . {= 


1 18. } 
theſe to whom they are not . known : 
for, all ſtrangers. to them . muſt argue 


el againſt they know not what ; the mere 


argument againſt the e, of 
what we call uſeful, | being nn. 


1 ** 
g / #23 #4 
wo „ — 
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1. us Nenn nere ' the. Ph 


| of bearing ridicule , with patience ; for. | 
it is the effect of ignorance, or an idle 


curioſity which cannot be ratified. 


While they laugh at our. ſecrets, it 


becomes us beneyolently... to ſmile at 
their anxiety. Without deſpiſing them 
therefore, or reſenting their unkindneſs, 
let us cultivate. the religious valour of 


doing honour to the brotherhood, not 


only. by inoffenſive manners, but by 
erz Wade, oba 


3 . 15 . re 


III. Would you imitate. LID 


God, your, ever-preſent | Maſter, . . the 
, great. example of excellence and worth ? 


Your labours muſt not only de defi ign- 
ed with wiſdom and executed with 
ſfrength; but they e be e 
with beauly. Ele 


4 
4 n | SR” "24 
* ** 94 7 * 
1 us 33 | 
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ture which God hath raiſed to himſelf. 
The wiſdom diſplayed in its fabrick 
far furpaſſes human comprehenſion, and 
its firength | exceeds the ſtrength of 
rooted mountains. But what is the 
grace, what is the beauty, that adorns 
the ſtately pile? It is the rich diſplay 
of univerſal and impartial Tove which 
fhnines forth in all things, which ſpreads 
its rays through univerſal nature, and 
which ſheds bleſſednefs and honour on 
every virtuous, living being. For God 
is love, eſſential and eternal and un- 
changing love! Love is his name and 
nature. Hr loves with an affection 
worthy of the Godhead, with the affec- 
tion of an univerſal father, with infinite, 
unbounded goodneſs. His love embrac- 
eth all things according to their reſpec- 
tive characters and ſtations, and ac- 
cording to his own eternal laws of 
purity” and Juſtice. Let us then love 
like brethren of his moſt glorious fa- 


- 3 for We are all the ſons of 


Goto We 


beauty to. our lives. In imitation of t 


2% J 


We have laid a foundation of con- 


fidence: and confidence is the ſureſt, 
foundation on which the ſuperſtructure 


of mutual love can ſtand. We cannot 


therefore pretend to be temples of the 
living God in this world, or. hope to be 


pillars of his eternal temple i in the world 
to come, if our. hearts remain deſtitute 


of this heavenly grace and 3 = 
Love is a beauty which God hath diffuſed 


over all his works, and expreſſed in all 
the eſtabkſuments of nature. If we 


would, therefore, be - followers,” IMITAT= 
- ERS, of him as dear children, the ſame di- 


vine quality muſt adorn our tempers, 
animate our actions, and gi ve a grace and 


unbounded grace of God, in imitatio of 
the tranſcendent, goodneſs of his holy 


Son; while we cheriſh pure affection 


where we have ground of truſt, let us 


extend our benevolence to the utmoſt 
limit of human feeling, and our kind 
offices through the ampleſt range in which 


God hath enabled us to act. ALL. the 
children of God are -0UR brethren : : they 
Od: all therefore meet in us a brother's 

love. 


et 


love. This is the ſpirit of maſonry. This 
is the doctrine of the goſpel. This is 
the voice of nature and of God. This 
1 therefore i 18 the richeſt ornament of angel 
or of man. For in every rank of being, 
charity is the bond of perfetineſs, the. lite 
and ornament. of wortn. 


| "But to dwell longer « on 5 fabjec ! is 
altogether unneceſſary before ſuch an au- 
dience: for ye are taugbt of. God, in the 
conſtitution of your nature, in the order 
of the world, by the authority. of the 
| goſpel, and in the wiſdom. of your own 
aſſociation, to love one another, and to love : 
and ſerve the human kind. This i is vir- 
t happineſs and honour. He that 
can boaſt of this title, poſſeſſeth the rich- 
eſt jewel of maſonry, and wears the ver: 
- S of A fert A of the Son 2 
. | | 
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The fir intention of this day 7 2 | 

lemaity 3 is the pious worſhip of Almighty | 

God, from whom we have derived all = 

things, and a ſerious, recollection of our 1 

. * the conſcientious diſcharge of 

N which 


ALY 


r 


which our all, for time and for eternity, oy 
depends. Our next view is publick good. 
We have bowels of compaſſion for the 
diftrefſed. We feel for aged poverty, for 
helpleſs infancy, for all the deſtitute aud 
. needy. The poor of this place, coming 
more immediately under'our notice, and 
being more directly wing © our Aden bes 

feel poculigHly 1 Far them. 8 


Bot upon a publick Geenen of this. 
kind; we do not wiſh to enter into any 
rivalſhip with our neighbours. The ge- 
neroſity of this town is become almoſt 
proverbial, and its charitable inſtitutions 
are too well known to ſtand in need of 


any illuſtrations to thoſe who hear me. 


To ſolicit your charity would be injuri- 
ous to your character; to explain its 
various objects, would be an inſult to 
your underſtanding. It "is: ſufficient to | 
_ ay, that the inhabitants of this place 
need only opportunities: of doing good ; 

for they want neither the power nor the 
inclination. The trueſt eloquence, on 
ſubjects bf this kind, is the language of 
their hearts ; and the beſt 1 that they 


are 


9 


. 8 1 
re capable of reel. is their n 
conduct, . N 
"In W Hot e * atten- 
tion, my. Brother-Maſons, to the follow=. 
ing remarks. FFF 
Firſt The oe of every. 3 
ther tells, him, that what has now been 
recommended i is, in good faith, his duty; 
as 4 Maſon. I would not profane the. 
place from which I ſpeak ; I would not 
abuſe the publick ear to which I now - 
addreſs myſelf ; I would not. injure. the 
integrity of my own heart, by ſtating 
the duties of our order above their dig- 
nity and worth. Let us therefore act 
under a deep and abiding ſenſe of the 
obligation and importance of thoſe things 
| that become us. We know that we act 
for eternity, that the eye of the everlaſt- 
ing God is upon us, and that it. is only 75 
by truſting i in him, that, we cap-be freed, | 
| From: dah e e 
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| IO I do aſſet, a Al ihe 2 
informed brethren who hear ne know, 


that 


. 
chat maſohry was inſtituted for the ex- 
preſs purpoſe of uniting men to God, 
and tq; one another. This high deſign 
it purſued through all the ages of the 
moſt remote antiquity ; J and this end it 
| hath leſs or more ſerved in every civiliaed 
nation of the world, that hiſtory hath 
recorded, or travellers have brought to 
our knowledge. The ſetiptures manifeſt 
this in N without number: and as 
to other writings, the learned and initiat- 
ed can be at no loſs to judge of this 
aſſertion. I lay, the lehre: for though 
there afe many tlüngs that we all-muf 
know, And more chat we all might 
know, in oür ſeveral capacities, were we 
truly ſtudious and attentive to the ſpirit 
of the craft; 3 vet there are other things 
which' no man can fully underſtand 
Without an ctilarged' Tetrofpet” into the 
a debtis of the moſt remote antiquity. 
Let us not therefore be contented with 
the thadow. Let us endeavour to gain 
the ſabſtance, which | is indeed of Chriſt, 
who is of 1 ra NN 
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- Thirdly : Our character as Maſons ex- 
empt us from none of our duties, or 
even of our delicacies, as men, as gen- | 
tlemen or chriſtians. On the contrary ; 
he is a ſtranger to the, power and ſpirit of 
our inſtitution, who does not find in it 
the moſt ſolemn reaſon for the cultivation 
and increaſe of every virtue, for the cor- 
rect government of every paſſion, and 
for the refinement and proper uſe of 
every feeling. What ſhould we be to 
one another? What moderation, what 
management of temper, what condeſcen- 
tion, what gentleneſs, what forbearance 
and forgiveneſs, what pure and wiſe hu- 
mility, not only become us, but are even 
neceſſary. to our very . being ?---=-Theſe 
queſtions are addreſſed to Maſons ; and, 
except the loweſt orders, their meaning 
- muſt be known to all. A lodge is a 
place ſacred to the ſtricteſt juſtice, to 
tho pureſt. friendſhip, to the moſt un- 
bounded confidence, and to all the vir- 
tues that ariſe out of the moſt generous 

principles of the heart. All theſe are 
ö 5 on piety to God and the awful 
5 D n ex- 


TSS 


expectation of a life to come! And what 
we are to one another, that, we believe 
_ and know, we ſhould be to all mankind. 
Our lodges and-fraternities, when the 
principles of the craft are piouſly ob- 
ſerved, are little moddels of what would 
tender the world ſuperior to the influ- 
ence of folly, free from the dominion of 
vice, the holy reſidence of ancient faith, 
ſubject to a ſenſe of God, and the hal- 
lowed retreats of friendſhip, ariſing out 
of love and truſt; the abodes of charity, 
directed by Wildon and liberality. With 
the ancient manners of the ancient 
word, and with the ancient maxims on 
which theſe manners were founded, the 
knowledge of the goſpel and the worp 
of God, could not fail to lead us to the 
meaſure of "the flature N. perfil men in 
Chrif Foſs. . , 


Let us walk "WENN as wm mg 

* the name of God, as becomes 

men who are the followers of ' Jeſus 

„ Chriſt, as becomes men who hope to be 
raiſed from the dead. The hiſtory of 
4 - _ -our poſt lives is an inſtructive emblem of 
8 T1 +" a 
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the life t 40 come. As thetee⸗ we have 


been raiſed with Chriſt Jeſus, fo let us walk S 
with him. Brethren, if a man be overtaken 


in a” fault, ye who are ſpiritual, reſtore 


Such an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs. Bear 


ye one anothers burdens, and ſo fulfil the law 


| if Chrift. Finally, be ye all of e mind; 


having compaſſion one of another, love as 
brethren , be pitiful, be courteous : not ren= 
dering evil for evil, or railing for railing ; 
but contrariwiſe, bleſſing ; knowing that 
 thereunto ye are called, that. 105 s inherit 
2 ble ſing. | RVA | 


_ Theſe are the pol 4 conflitut ons +, ; 
our order. Let us embrace their wiſ- 
| dom, as we revere their aüthority. 


Now may the God and Father of our Lond 
Jeſus Chriſt, the F ather of Glory, give unto * 

us the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him: May the eyes of 
Fug our underſtandings be enlightened, that We 


may know what is the hope of his calling. 


r and what are the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the ſaints, and what is 


the exceeding greatneſs of his power 


to-us-ward who believe. An.. 
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| A. thor of he foregoing diſcourſe 3 is no 
friend to ſudden publications. On any ſubject 
they are raſh ; on ſubjects of delicacy and import- 
ance, they are dangerous.-----This conſideration 
made him cautious, and therefore reluctant ; though 
he is not conſcious of any great improvement 
ariſing from his timidity.-----Innumerable trifles, 


in which he had no hand, which he cauld not 


govern, and of which it would be worſe than 
folly to inform the publick, have prevented the 
publication, till this late and almoſt ſhameful diſ- 
tance from the date and delivery of the diſeourſe.—— 
It is addreſſed to Brethren : He hopes that they 
will not only pardon the delay, but, in every 
other reſpe&, receive it with the favourable indul- 
gence, to which the Author's good intentions have 
ſome claim, and which the impgrfections of the 
thing itſelf moſt loudly call for, ö 
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